18                WORK AND WORSHIP

and ferns are still uncorrupt; yet no doubt,
when they come to consciousness, they too
will curse and swear."

First let us realise that the cultural urge
is unescapable. This point is emphasised in
the chapter on Culture and Training in
Education in " The Kingdom of Youth " in
these words: "We sometimes refer to the
socalled savage races as uncultured, but there
is no such thing as unculture. Culture is a
positive without a negative. If we do not
consciously put our hands to the plough and
harrow, the pruning hook and the irrigation
rope, we shall not find flowers or fruit or rice
in our patch of universe; neither shall we find
nothing: we shall find either the primitive
culture of the jungle, or the degenerate culture
that has reverted fe type."

This cultural urge is not a whirlpool, but a
river. Here and there it has eddies, .sometimes
so large (as over Europe today) that the eye
that can only see what it looks upon might
easily mistake the shape of progress as a circle.
Its nearest approach, however, to the circular is
the spiral: there is always an escape onwards,
as the river of culture moves onwards